STUDY OF APOSTLES

A. Ralph Johnson 
How many apostles were there?  Were there twelve? Was Matthias a true apostle?  Was Paul one of the twelve?    

Matthias became one of the twelve apostles to replace Judas. 
Acts 1:15 And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,) 16 Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus. 17 For he was numbered with us, and had obtained part of this ministry. 18 Now this man purchased a field with the reward of iniquity; and falling headlong, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out. 19 And it was known unto all the dwellers at Jerusalem; insomuch as that field is called in their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say, The field of blood. 20 For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishoprick let another take. 

The disciples moved ahead to do what the prophecy commanded.  Did Jesus tell them to do so or did they just do it because of the scripture?  It does not say but Jesus had taught them that Judas’s betrayal was fulfillment of prophecy (cf. Acts 1:16 with John 13:18, and Ps. 41:9).  

Acts 1:21 Wherefore of these men which have companied with us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection. 23 And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 24 And they prayed, and said, Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of all men, shew whether of these two thou hast chosen, 25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.Acts 1:25 That he may take part of this ministry and apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might go to his own place. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
Thus, they prayed and cast lots (cf. Prov. 16:33; Num. 26:55 ff; Josh. 18:10; 1 Sam. 14:41-42). Just as Judas was “numbered with us” so also Matthias was “numbered with the eleven apostles.”
In chapter 2, “they”  (the twelve) were all in one place and the Holy Spirit fell on “them.”  Luke, writing years later makes no note of any rejection of Matthias by God.  Some object that Mathias is never again mentioned but neither were several other apostles.

Acts 2:14 Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:

Matthias is here included as one of the “eleven”. “Eleven” plus Peter makes twelve.   

Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?

Here, Peter and those standing up with him are by Luke called “apostles.”

Acts 6:1 And in those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplied, there arose a murmuring of the Grecians against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily ministration. 2 Then the twelve called the multitude of the disciples unto them, and said, It is not reason that we should leave the word of God, and serve tables. 3 Wherefore, brethren, look ye out among you seven men of honest report, full of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business. 4 But we will give ourselves continually to prayer, and to the ministry of the word. 5 And the saying pleased the whole multitude: and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Ghost, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas a proselyte of Antioch: 6 Whom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed, they laid their hands on them.

Here, Luke includes Matthias among “the twelve,” and called them “apostles.”

1Cor. 15:5.  Paul says that Jesus appeared to “the twelve” (cf. Luke 24:34-40).  Judas was dead and Luke says “the eleven” but Paul was speaking after Matthias was chosen to be the twelfth—like speaking of the “Apostle Paul’s childhood.  He was not an apostle at the time but was later.

PAUL'S APOSTLESHIP

Paul became an apostle years later.  He was not to replace Judas as one of the twelve who were to sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel (Mat 19:28) because he did not meet the criteria of having walked with Christ “from the baptism of John” (Acts 1:22).  

Paul only cited the necessity of seeing Christ after the resurrection in order to be an apostle. 

1 Corinthians 9:1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?
2 Corinthians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, unto the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the saints which are in all Achaia:

2 Corinthians 11:5 For I suppose I was not a whit behind the very chiefest apostles.
2 Corinthians 12:11 I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.12 Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.
Paul was an apostle on the same level as the twelve but did not consider himself to have been included as one of them.

1 Corinthians 15:5 And that he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve:

 7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles. 8 And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.

The other apostles were especially appointed to go to the “lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt. 10:6).  

Matthew 19:28   28 And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
PAUL BECAME AN APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES.  

Paul was called to be an apostle (Rom. 1:1; 1Cor 1:1; 9:2; cf. Acts 13:2)


Paul wrought the signs of an apostle (2Cor 12:12)

Acts 9:15   15 But the Lord said unto him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:
Romans 11:13 For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I am the apostle of the Gentiles, I magnify mine office:

Galatians 2:7 But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter; 8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:)9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision. (cf. Gal. 1:15-16; Eph. 3:8; 1 Tim. 2:7; Rom. 15:15-16)
OTHERS THAN PAUL AND THE TWELVE, WERE CALLED APOSTLES

1.  Barnabas is coupled with Paul as an apostle in the same sentence without distinction.  

Acts 13:1 Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas, and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away.

Note that their being sent was by direction of the Holy Spirit.

Acts 14:4 But the multitude of the city was divided: and part held with the Jews, and part with the apostles.
Acts 14:14 Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,
1 Corinthians 9:1 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord? 2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are ye in the Lord. 3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, 4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren of the Lord, and Cephas? 6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working?

Was Barnabas appointed by Christ to apostleship as was Paul?  There is no specific record of him having seen Jesus after the resurrection but he lived in Jerusalem and may have been with the other disciples when he appeared. Here he is called an “apostle” in the same sense as Paul.  Like there is no record of Paul's being baptized in the Holy Spirit, or having it fall upon him, sometimes such facts are not mentioned.  However, Paul's claim to not having come one whit behind the very chiefest apostles, and his having done the signs of an apostle, shows that he was fully endowed.   

That there were others besides Paul who became apostles of Christ is indicated by those who went on his second missionary journey into Macedonia 

1 Thessalonians 2:1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain: 2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 3 For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile: 4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5 For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.

Tracing the personal pronouns back to verse one of chapter one we find Silas and Timothy included in the “we.”  Either one or the other, or both, appear to have been included with Paul as “apostles of Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 1:1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers.

James, the Lord's brother, was linked with Peter as an apostle. 

Gal. 1:17 Neither went I up to Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. 19 But other of the apostles saw I none, save James the Lord's brother.

Gal. 2:8 (For he that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me toward the Gentiles:) 9 And when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should go unto the heathen, and they unto the circumcision.

A problem exists here as to when James became an apostle.  

Acts 9:27, Paul went up to Jerusalem and Barnabas took him to see “the apostles.”  In Gal. 1:19 Paul says that the only apostles he saw on this occasion were Peter and James, the Lord’s brother.  This was before James, the brother of John, was killed (Acts 12:2).  Thus it seems that he could not have been a replacement for James the brother of John.

He may have been an apostle distinct from the twelve, like Paul was to the Gentiles.  However he was not sent to the Gentiles as was indicated by Paul in Gal. 2:9.   The record of his ministry seems to be exclusively in Jerusalem (Gal. 1:19; 2:12; Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18) .  The twelve were sent to the 12 tribes of Israel (Mat 19:28; Luke 22:30).  James 1:1 may give a clue as he writes to the “twelve tribes which are of the dispersion”—those scattered outside of Palestine. 

It is also possible that Paul calls James an “apostle” in the general sense of one who is sent, rather than in an official sense.  However, Paul seems to couple him with Peter and thus the same sense is indicated.

Another possibility is that he did replace James, and Paul’s mention of going to Jerusalem and seeing the “apostles,” Peter, and James the Lord’s brother, is in a post-operative sense—like speaking of “the president’s childhood.”  He was not president when he was a child.  Thus, when Paul saw James he was not yet an apostle.  Luke, in Acts, does not specifically call James an apostle.

A final possibility is that James was one of the original 12.  Some believe that James of Jerusalem (the brother of Jude—Jude 1:1) was the son of Alpheus wo is also called Cleopas, (Mat. 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15; Acts 1:13) husband of Mary’s sister (John 19:25).  James was a relative of Jesus but not necessarily included in the brothers of Jesus who did not believe on him (John 7:5)—or it may be that we are not correctly understanding Paul when he speaks of James as the Lord’s “brother” (Gal. 1:19).    

Paul mentions “James,” as having seen Jesus after the resurrection—probably James, the Lord’s brother. 

1Cor. 15:7 After that, he was seen of James; then of all the apostles.
The argument against James the Lord's brother being one of the twelve.  

He is not clearly identified among the twelve.  The twelve would seem to have been chosen before the brothers of Jesus became believers.  This would suggest that if he became one of the twelve, it had to be after the death of James, the brother of John (Acts 12:1, 2).  We have no record of his being chosen, yet it seems like such an important decision would not have been omitted.

After the twelve were chosen the brethren of Jesus still did not believe.

John 6: 67 Then said Jesus unto the twelve, Will ye also go away? 68 Then Simon Peter answered him, Lord, to whom shall we go? thou hast the words of eternal life. 69 And we believe and are sure that thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God. 70 Jesus answered them, Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? 71 He spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: for he it was that should betray him, being one of the twelve.
John 7:1 After these things Jesus walked in Galilee: for he would not walk in Jewry, because the Jews sought to kill him. 2 Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand. 3 His brethren therefore said unto him, Depart hence, and go into Judaea, that thy disciples also may see the works that thou doest. 4 For there is no man that doeth any thing in secret, and he himself seeketh to be known openly. If thou do these things, shew thyself to the world. 5 For neither did his brethren believe in him.

If James, the Lord's brother, was not the son of Alphaeus, he does not seem to be listed among the twelve.

Matt. 10:2 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these; The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; 3 Philip, and Bartholomew; Thomas, and Matthew the publican; James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, 

Luke 6:13 And when it was day, he called unto him his disciples: and of them he chose twelve, whom also he named apostles; 14 Simon, (whom he also named Peter,) and Andrew his brother, James and John, Philip and Bartholomew, 15 Matthew and Thomas, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon called Zelotes, 16 And Judas the brother of James, and Judas Iscariot, which also was the traitor.
Acts 1:13 And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James. 26 And they gave forth their lots; and the lot fell upon Matthias; and he was numbered with the eleven apostles.
“Apostle” may be used in its ordinary sense of “one who is sent with a message” –not in the official sense of “apostles of Christ.”

Philip. 2:25.  Epraphoditus, your messenger [652 apostolos].

2 Corinthians 8:23 Whether any inquire about Titus, he is my partner and my fellow-worker to you-ward, or our brethren, they are the messengers [652 apostolos] of the churches, they are the glory of Christ.

Some have cited contended that Andronicus and Junias were apostles.

Rom. 16:7. Salute Andronicus and Junias, my kinsmen, and my fellow-prisoners, who are of note among the apostles [652 apostolos] who also have been in Christ before me.

However, this just indicates They were well known among the apostles, not that they were apostles.

WORK OF THE APOSTLES

The word, “apostle,” (Greek, “apostolos”) means a delegate, messenger, one sent with a message.  They were sent to carry the message of the kingdom.

The “twelve” were to sit on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Mat. 19:28)

James, the Lord’s brother wrote to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.  (James 1:1)  
Paul and Barnabas were to speak to the Gentiles (Acts 9:15; Gal. 1:15-16; 2:7-9; Eph. 3:8; 1 Tim. 2:7; Rom. 11:13; 15:15-16)

The Apostles laid hands on people and the Holy Spirit came upon them.

2Cor 12:12 Paul did “the signs of an apostle” 
Acts 8:18   18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,

Acts 19:6   6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied.

2 Timothy 1:6   6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

Romans 1:11   11 For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established;
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