II. ADVANCED TOPICS OF STUDY

A. Biblical languages 
New Testament Greek   

Old Testament Hebrew and Chaldea 

Old Testament Greek Septuagint

Learn the alphabets.

Learn parts of speech and their functions-- case, number, gender, noun, pronoun, article, adjective, verb, adverb, preposition, conjunction.  

Become familiar with Lexicons, interlinears, Strong’s numbers, and grammars, books and computer programs that can help find and define words.

B. History

History of the Church.

History of the development and manuscripts of the Bible Canon and the nature of scribal errors and critical evaluations.

Be acquainted with the apocryphal books and the pseudapegrapha. –the Gnostic writings and various other false claims of inspiration.

World history  

B. Geography and changes in nations over the centuries.

C. Archeology of the Bible —the study of ancient ruins and artifacts.

D. Religions, philosophies, and writings

Egyptian

Greek 

Roman

Islam

E. Cults—Groups primarily focused on the teachings of some person outside orthodox Christianity.
F. Denominations—Church doctrines.

G. Apologetics –Answering attacks against the Scriptures and Christianity.

H. Hermeneutics—The study of biblical interpretation

III. ADVANCED EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

A. College classes

B. Correspondence courses

Summit Theological Seminary  http://www.summit1.edu/
C. Internet on-line classes 

Midwestern School of Evangelism’s LEARN (Life Education and Restoration) program. http://learntruth.net/
Northwest Christian College http://ncbible.info/
D. Local Training classes sponsored and supervised by church leaders –perhaps in connection with some on-line college courses.

E. One-on-one discipleship training or apprentice, mentoring under a church leader.  

This takes us right back to the way it was done in the New Testament. 

2 Timothy 2:2   2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.

Titus 2:3-5  3 The aged women likewise, that they be in behavior as becomes holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teachers of good things;  4 That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children,  5 To be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, obedient to their own husbands, that the word of God be not blasphemed.

Ephesians 4:11-16   11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;  12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:  13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ:  14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;  15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:  16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, makes increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

V. TOOLS FOR BIBLE STUDY

Suggestions to maximize study opportunities.

1.  Carry a small Bible to study or use to underline passages at free moments and to share with others.  This also helps understanding, interest and memory.

2.  Carry a small notebook, pen and yellow highlighter or pocket computer to make notes.

A. LIBRARY RESOURCES

1. Basic Library

Note: Excellent internet resource for book purchases:

 http://www.christianbook.com/  

a. Study Bible (not a paraphrase)—with case.

Wide margins (to make notes)

Jesus’ words in red

Center column references

Marginal notations

Concordance

Dictionary

Good leather binding

Additional notes

b. Pocket Bible

How to use Bibles

Make notes and references in margins.  

Sticky notes can be useful in many ways.

Chain references {Number> previous scripture> next scripture}

Colors (crayons or pens) can identify subjects 

Highlight things of interest with yellow marker.

Read complete sections, chapters and books and note where you have read 

c. Pocket notebook, day-timer or pocket PC

d. Concordance

*Strongs Exhaustive Concordance
Small basic Concordance such as Crudens for study case

e. Bible Dictionary or Bible Encyclopedia – 

*International Standard Bible Encyclopedia (5 volumes)

f. Bible Handbook --*Halley’s 

g. Bible Atlas

h. Topical Bible -- *Nave’s or *Torry’s 
i. Commentary (One-volume)  --*Jamieson, Fausset and Brown 

j. Study Briefcase to carry books, Bible etc.

Stock with pens, paper etc.

k. Study notebooks on various subjects.

l. Filing cabinet and system for filing information (clippings, etc)

2.
Advanced Study Library 
a. Commentaries 
*Barnes Notes
*Acts by Gareth L. Reese

b. Greek resources 

Greek Interlinear Bible

*The Interlinear Bible coded with Strong’s Concordance numbers (1 Vol)

*The Analytical Greek New Testament (gives case, number etc)

Greek Grammar  

*Machen (beginners)

Greek Concordance

*The Word Study Concordance (with Strong’s numbers)

Greek Lexicon (dictionary)

*New Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament (with Strong’s numbers)

*Gingrich (with strong’s numbers)

Septuagint (Greek translation of Hebrew Bible)

Septuagint concordance

*A Handy Concordance of the Septuagint by Samuel Bagster & Sons Limited

*Concordance to the New Testament...Hatch and Redpath (2 Volumes)

c.
Hebrew resources
Hebrew Interlinear Bible

*The Interlinear Bible coded with Strong’s Concordance numbers (3 vols).

Hebrew Grammar

Hebrew concordance--*The New Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance with Strong’s numbers

Hebrew Lexicon (dictionary) *Brown, Drover, Briggs.

d.
History resources
Ancient History

*The Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire by Gibbon

Ancient classics   http://classics.mit.edu/Browse/index-Josephus.html  

Medieval History

Modern History

Post-Apostolic church writings

*Ante-Nicene Fathers (ten Volumes, edited by Philip Schaff)

http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html 

*Ante-Nicene—Post Nicene Fathers (edited by Philip Schaff)

http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html 
*Post-Nicene Fathers

http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html 
*Josephus

http://www.ccel.org/index/author-J.html
General Church History

*History of the Christian Church --Philip Schaff (8 Vols)

http://www.ccel.org/index/title-H.html
Reformation History

*Christians Only by James DeForest Murch

http://www.bible.acu.edu/stone-campbell/Etexts/etexts.html
The following website has some excellent information. Scroll down to “Bible Study.”

http://biblecharts.org/html/thebible.htm
e.
Biblical introduction


*Introduction to the Bible by Geisler and Nix

f.
Special studies
Salvation-Baptism 

*Did Jesus Command Immersion? by Lawson, Standard Publishing Co. 

*Handbook On Baptism by Shepherd, Gospel Advocate Co.  

*The Gospel Plan of Salvation by Brents, Gospel Advocate Co.

Adventism 

*Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced by D.M.Canright

http://www.bible.ca/7-Seventh-day-Adventism-RENOUNCED-by-D-M-Canright.htm
http://members.tripod.com/~Help_for_SDAs/Canright-LordsDay  

Jehovah’s Witnesses (many good works available)

*Apostles of Denial, by Edmond Gruss

*Crisis of Conscience by Raymond Franze

*In Search Of Christian Freedom by Raymond Franze

http://glenacres.org/Documents/WatchtowerTips.htm
Mormonism 

*No Man Knows My History by Fawn M. Brodie

*Mormonism, Shadow or Reality by Gerald and Sandra Tanner

Tanner website:    http://www.utlm.org/index.htm
B. COMPUTER RESOURCES

1. Computers

-Desktop computer

-Laptop computer

-Pocket or Palm computer

2. Computer Bible programs

*P.C. Study Bible by BibleSoft  --Excellent for its many translations, commentaries, dictionaries, histories, Greek and Hebrew interlinear lexicons, concordance, maps and many other works.  Just about anything you could ask.   http://www.biblesoftonline.com/html_asp/eshop/90Home.asp
*Bible Works by Hermeneutica–The very best search engine in English, Greek, Hebrew and Septuagint and English and foreign language translations, dictionaries, lexicons, grammatical usages and parts of speech.

http://www.bibleworks.com/
*E-sword—(FREE!) Excellent for its many translations, commentaries, dictionaries, histories, Greek and Hebrew interlinear lexicons, concordance, maps and many other works, mostly free.  There is also a Pocket PC E-Sword.
http://www.e-sword.net/downloads.html
*Olive Tree Bible Software. Versions and study tools for Palm OS, Pocket PC (PPC), Smartphone and Symbian cell phones, and BlackBerry devices and coming cell phone support for most cell phones sold today.
http://www.olivetree.com/
*College Press Downloads— (Free) Out of print Commentaries in Abdobe format.
http://www.abarc.org/Bible%20Study%20Textbook%20Series/BSTS.htm  

Bible Explorer (free)

InstaVerse (free)
Word Search 

http://www.wordsearchbible.com/   

QuickVerse Parsons Technology Bible program.  For Windows and Mac, and has Palm and pocket versions. Excellent for its many translations, commentaries, dictionaries, histories, Greek and Hebrew interlinear lexicons, concordance, maps and many other works.  Just about anything you could ask.   
http://www.quickverse.com/shopfiles/default.asp 

Logos Bible program. Excellent for its many translations, commentaries, dictionaries, histories, Greek and Hebrew interlinear lexicons, concordance, maps and many other works.  Just about anything you could ask.   http://www.logos.com/  

Power Bible program. CD-ROM includes 22 Bible translations, six Bible dictionaries, 11 topical references, 20 commentaries, and over 700,000 cross-references.
http://www.spiritcommunity.com/store/bible/index.php  

Computer books and search programs are excellent but keep in mind that hard copy also has advantages.  Books are often more complete than the computerized versions and easier to document references.  Computers fail and the equipment, programs and information must be kept updated or the materials become useless.  They are one of the most ingenious methods of stripping away your money ever devised.

C. INTERNET RESOURCES.  

The internet provides a phenomenal resource.  One can find almost anything anywhere in the world—pictures, maps, addresses, documentation.  

There are three major problems with the web.  

1.   Sorting through the mass of material.  

This can be helped by the selective use of words in proper combinations and learning how to use search tools such as the Boolean based system used by Google.  

http://www.google.com/advanced_search?hl=en
2. 
Sifting out misleading and false material.

There are massive amounts of slanted and deliberately false information.  Some of this can be avoided by checking with various “hoax” or “urban legend” websites.  Along with this, one must take care against the danger of scams and pornographic sites.

3.  Damage or loss from alien “virus,” “worms,” “spam,” “spyware,” “physhing,” “Trojans,” etc. that may be picked up on the internet.  

One must learn safe computer practices and have good virus and firewall protective software.  

Surfing the Internet can be perilous—like a canoeist, lost at sea with sharks circling and a storm bearing down—without a paddle. 

However, there are also excellent opportunities to harvest information. The following are some bookmarks that I have found very useful.  There is much more. Keep in mind I can’t endorse all that is said. Use good judgment as a student.  

APOLOGETICS, SCIENCE & CREATIONISM)

http://www.creationresearch.org/ (Creation Research Society)

http://mcu.edu/library/apologet.htm Miami Christian University virtual library on creationism

http://www.ctlibrary.com/  (Christianity Today)

http://arn.org/  (Access Research Network—from an intelligent design perspective)

BIBLE SEARCHES AND DOWNLOADS

http://biblos.com/ (excellent on-line Bible Study resources)
http://www.freebiblesoftware.com/ (books—not much free)

http://www.bible.ca/topics-f.htm  (Search the Bible)

http://www.searchgodsword.org/ (Search the Bible)

http://bible.com/  (Search the Bible)

http://www.bible.org/  (Search the Bible)

http://www.biblegateway.com/  (Search the Bible)

http://blueletterbible.org/  (Search the Bible)

http://www.ccel.org/wwsb/ (World Wide Study Bible on line)

CATHOLICISM (Roman)

http://www.catholic.com/  (Catholic answers)

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/index.html The Catholic Encyclopedia

CHARISMATIC CLAIMS--PENTECOSTALISM

http://www.discernment.org/ (Negative)

COMMENTARIES

http://www.abarc.org/Bible%20Study%20Textbook%20Series/BSTS.htm  College Press Textbook Series (free downloads)

One of the best whole Bible commentaries for most students is Famieson, Faucet and Brown

DICTIONARIES AND ENCYCLOPEDIAS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page  (Caution! Credibility issues.)  

http://www.britannica.com/  (Encyclopedia Britannica)

http://encarta.msn.com/  (Encarta Microsoft encyclopedia)

http://www.encyclopedia.com/  (HighBeam Encyclopedia search)

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/index.html (The Catholic Encyclopedia)

GENERAL STUDIES

http://www.glenacres.org/papers.htm (Ralph Johnson’s studies on many topics)

HISTORY

http://www.bible.ca/indexHistory.htm  (Historic writings of Early Christian beliefs)

http://www.ccel.org/fathers.html (Writings of early Church fathers)

http://www.ccel.org/index/author-J.html  Josephus (Jewish Historian)

http://classics.mit.edu/Browse/ (Classical Writings)

http://www.focusmm.com/civcty/ant_book/history1.htm (Focus, on Herodotus an ancient historian)

http://www.earlham.edu/~seidti/iam/interp_mss.html (Interpreting ancient manuscripts)

ISLAM

http://answering-islam.org/  (Answering Islam resources—Excellent!)

http://www.islamworld.net/  (Islamic website—Apologetics, Koran and many resources)
JEHOVAH’S WITNESSES—WATCHTOWER

http://www.watchtower.org/  (Jehovah’s Witnesses website) http://www.witnessinc.com/  (Answers for Jehovah’s Witnesses)

http://www.freeminds.org/alphaindex.htm#M
JUDAISM

http://shamash.org/trb/judaism.html (Judaism documents)

MORMONISM

http://www.lds.org/portal/site/LDSOrg (Mormon Church website)

http://www.utlm.org/  (Utah Lighthouse Ministry by the Tanners--Best resource against Mormonism) 

http://www.saintsalive.com/resource.html  (Documents against Mormonism)

http://www.irr.org/mit/ (Institute of Religious research –Against Mormonism) 

http://www.fairlds.org/apol/  (Mormon responses)

RELIGIONS

http://www.irr.org/   

RESTORATION MOVEMENT—Church of Christ--Christian Churches 

http://www.mun.ca/rels/hrollmann/restmov/people/acampbell.html 

http://www.bible.acu.edu/crs/sites.asp  (Restoration Movement sites)

http://www.mun.ca/rels/restmov/   (Restoration Movement texts)

http://christianresources.i8.com/links.htm 

SERMONS

http://preacherstudy.com/ (Excellent, Scripturally sound sermons)

http://www.angelfire.com/ga/preacherpage/sermons.html
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM

http://www.whiteestate.org/ (Official 7th Day Adventist site—Access to Mrs. White’s many writings)

http://www.ellenwhite.org/index.html  (The Elen White Research Project--Against Adventism)

http://www.ex-sda.com/ (Against Adventism—Many resource materials)

 http://members.tripod.com/~Help_for_SDAs/Canright-LordsDay  (Seventh-Day Adventism Renounced by D.M.Canright. Excellent book)

TEACHING--EDUCATION

http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/intranet/committees/FacDevCom/guidebk/teachtip/teachtip.htm  (Teaching Tips)

http://biblecharts.org/index.htm  (Excellent Bible charts)

MUSIC

http://www.cyberhymnal.org/ (Downloadable Hymns)

http://www.hymnsite.com/  

ADDENDA

The following is a list of Bible study tips by Gary Strubhar teaching at Northwest College of the Bible, with a some additions by Mike Kennedy.  

How can I get more out of my Bible study?
 
1.     Adopt the Attitude and Action of Psalm 119:18.
2.     Look for the basic teaching. Hebrews 5:12
3.     Look for commands (positive or negative). Matthew 22:40
4.     Look for warnings and cautions. 1 Corinthians 10:11
5.     Look for examples (positive or negative). 1 Corinthians 11:1
6.     Look for principles of life and think of specific applications. Psalm 119:105
7.     Look for promises and the conditions that go with them. Ephesians 6:2
8.     Look for affirmations. (How does God describe you?) 1 Peter 2:9
9.     Tell God about your emotional response to the passage. Psalm 119:120
10.  Look for core doctrines to believe and teach. 1 Corinthians 15:1-5
11.  Look for historical references. Isaiah 6:1
12.  Look for geographical locations. (map studies)
13.  Look for people mentioned. (biographical studies)
14.  Do word studies:
        a. What is the definition of the word?  (in English, Greek, or Hebrew)
        b. What part of speech is the word? (noun, verb, adjective, etc.)
        c. What are the grammatical characteristics? (tense, voice, mood, etc.)
15.  Look for repeated words or phrases. Psalm 136
16.  Look for contrast. Proverbs 10:1
17.  Look for incentives and motivation. Psalm 37:4
18.  Look for the nature of God. James 1:17
19.  Look for the nature of man. Jeremiah 17:9
20.  Look for comfort and assurance. Matthew 11:28
21.  Respond to God’s word in prayer. Psalm 119:169-172
22.  Look for cultural references. John 4:9
23.  Look for chronological references and the sequence of events. Matthew 2:1
24.  Look for rebuke, correction and admonition. Proverbs 12:1
25.  Ask, “What is my response to this passage?” James 1:22
26.  Look for “the sum of truth.” Galatians 5:14, Psalm 119:160
27.  Determine who is speaking. Luke 4:6
28.  Determine who is being spoken to and who is being spoken of. John 17:20
29.  Study the context.
30.  Look for figures of speech (simile, metaphor, hyperbole, etc.) 
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