
TIMOTHY

Timothy was a native of Lystra (Acts 16:1). His mother was Jewish, his father was Greek. His mother’s name was Eunice and his grand​mother’s, Lois (2Timothy 1:5). He was converted by Paul (1Timothy 1:2), and was taken with him on his second missionary journey, about A.D. 51 (Acts 16:3). Timothy was chosen by revelation (1 Timothy 1:18). He was set apart by Paul with laying on of hands of the elders (1Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6). Timothy accompanied Paul on many of his journeys and was named by him as sending greetings in six of his letters (2Corinthians, Philippians, Colossians, 1 and 2Thessalonians, and Philemon).

Timothy accompanied Paul to Troas, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea, where he stayed until Paul sent for him to come to Athens (Acts 17:14—15).  Then Paul sent him back to Thessalonica (1 Thessalonians 3:1—2). By the time he returned from Thessalonica, Paul had gone to Corinth (Acts 18:5; 1Thessalonians 3:6). He joined Paul in Corinth in the writing of the letters to Thessalonica (1Thessalonians 1:1; 2Thessalonians 1:1).

On the third missionary journey, Paul sent Timothy from Ephesus to Corinth (1Corinthians 4:17). Paul joined him in Macedonia, and Timothy shared in Paul’s greetings in 2Corinthians (Acts 19:22; 2Corinthians 1:1).

He went part of the way to Jerusalem with Paul (Acts 20:4). He appears later with Paul in Rome (Philippians 1:1; 2:19—22; Colossians 1:1; Phile​mon 1). Still later he is in Ephesus. In 2Timothy 4:9 he is urged to come to Rome. Hebrews 13:23 speaks of him as having been released from prison.

Paul indicates Timothy’s health was poor (1 Timothy 5:23).  He was urged not to let his youth be despised (1Tim 4:12).

Tradition says that after Paul’s death, Timothy's work was the care of the Ephesian church, and that he suffered martyrdom under Emperor Nerva or Emperor Domitian. 
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